
Will You Write a Biblical Commentary?

As of November 2020, Sheffield Phoenix Press (SPP) is inviting 
applications from biblical scholars for a contract to write a commentary 
on a biblical book in one or other of its four commentary series: Critical 
Commentaries, Readings, Text of the Hebrew Bible, The Trauma Bible.

Unlike other commentary series, for which authors are usually invited 
by editorial boards to contribute a volume, SPP is endeavouring to 
democratize the process of selection of authors and to create a roster 
of commentators more diverse and more representative of the current 
practice of biblical scholarship across the globe.

SPP will evaluate proposals offered. Knowing how much energy must 
be invested in such work, a contract will not specify a completion date 
(a framework of 5–10 years is envisaged) and the author will not be 
hounded to complete a volume by a given date.

Critical Commentaries

SPP is not seeking to reinvent the biblical commentary, but it is obvious 
that a commentary for today (and for a decade or more from now) should 
look rather different from most commentaries currently in existence.

Perhaps the most significant trend in biblical studies of the last 50 years 
has been the gradual incursion of interdisciplinary dimensions into the 
scope of the field. Without prescribing which interdisciplinary fields a 
commentator should be in conversation with, we would expect that all 
authors would bring their own skills and expertise to relating current 
movements of thought, whether literary, sociological, historical, or 
interpretation history, to the biblical text.

The Critical Commentary should be directed to biblical scholars and 
students without undue technicality, and should aim to explain (and 
critique as appropriate) the biblical text in clear English.

Readings

A number of volumes in this series have already been published since 
2006, and SPP is intending to revivify the series with new volumes on 
biblical books not already treated as well as new readings of biblical 
books already treated.

The aim of the series is to present compact literary readings of the biblical 
books, unencumbered by the paraphernalia of traditional criticism and 
alert to the impact of literary studies on biblical interpretation. Each 
contributor to the series approaches their text from their own personal 
literary position. 

The approach in the Readings series is to present a coherent 
paragraph by paragraph commentary on the biblical book, which could 
be recommended as the first commentary on the book a student or 
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2 TIMOTHY 
Craig A. Smith 
 

In the last 150 years 2 Timothy has been the object of much 
scholarly scrutiny, especially over the questions of its author-
ship and the historical situation it presupposes. Though a 
few scholars today accept Pauline authorship, most have sup-
ported the view that 2 Timothy is pseudonymous, written 
sometime after the death of Paul. In this commentary, Smith 
straddles the fine line between Pauline authorship and pseu-
donymity, proposing that Paul is the author but that Luke is 
a significant contributing amanuensis. 
 
The most significant difference between this commentary 
and others is Smith’s rejection of the common supposition 
that 2 Timothy is Paul’s Farewell Speech or Last Testament. 
On the basis of his earlier work, Timothy’s Task, Paul’s 
Prospect, Smith understands 2 Timothy as a paraenetic letter 
written to Timothy encouraging him in his Ephesian minis-
try and asking him to join Paul in Rome. Paul’s perspective 
in this letter is thus not one of resignation to death, nor does 
it express Paul’s sense of passing on the baton to his younger 
colleague; rather it envisages his expectation of release from 
prison and his hope of new opportunities for ministry with 
Timothy, Luke and Mark. 
 
Smith understands the problem of false teaching in Ephesus 
to be a real problem that Timothy is facing and not a fic-
tional situation of a subsequent time. Smith carefully eluci-
dates the difficult situation in the church at Ephesus and its 
effect on Timothy, together with Paul’s kindly and thought-
ful admonition given as a father to a son. 
 
Craig A. Smith is Professor of Biblical Studies at Carey Theologi-
cal College, Vancouver, BC. 
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Proverbs 
Alan Moss 
 

In previous commentaries on Proverbs, little is said about any liter-
ary and thematic unity in the book. This commentary, by contrast, 
reads Proverbs not as a collection of disjointed aphorisms, but as a 
book of symmetrically arranged wisdom-teaching where topics, 
forms of expression and rhetoric are constantly hearkening back to 
what has preceded or heralding what is to follow.  
 

In the preface (1.1-7), the editors of Proverbs introduce a book of 
wisdom-teaching which the audience, the youth of Israel, are sup-
posed to understand by discerning the figurative language in which 
the teaching is expressed. The present-day reader of Proverbs is 
invited in this commentary to read from the same perspective, be-
coming, like the original audience, engaged in the unfolding fig-
urative language. At the outset Proverbs is set well within the 
household (1.8–9.18), where a mother and father urge their naive 
and uncommitted son to retain their teaching and to establish 
successfully his own household.  
 
Wisdom is personified as a teacher and a welcoming host whose 
metaphorical banquet is laid out in the poetry of the topical groups 
identified in the ‘Proverbs of Solomon’ (10.1–22.16). The parental 
wisdom teaching in the ‘Words of the Wise’ (22.17–24.34) ad-
dresses a youth now on the threshold of public life, marking out a 
path of courageous wisdom amid attractive but self-destructive al-
ternatives. In the ‘Other Proverbs of Solomon’ (chaps. 25–29) a 
wealth of imagery and stark antitheses highlight earlier themes and 
inculcate personal responsibility in a lawless society. The book of 
Proverbs concludes with the striking portraits of three eminent wise 
ones (chaps. 30–31), who are presumably imbued with the spirit of 
the book. 
 
Alan Moss is a researcher at the Australian Catholic University, Brisbane. 
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www.sheffieldphoenix.com


interested reader might pick up. The target word length is 200 pp. 
(80,000 words). 

The Text of the Hebrew Bible

This commentary series, of which one volume has been published (John 
Gray on the Book of Job [2011]) has as its focus the Hebrew text. Rather 
than attempting to cover all the aspects of Hebrew Bible study that are 
now current in scholarly commentaries the series restricts itself largely 
to textual criticism and philology. Authors are free to pursue textual 
issues as far as they lead; since many textual issues are themselves 
exegetical questions a broader exegesis is by no means excluded.

The reason for the restriction of scope in this series is that the time it 
takes to prepare a full-featured commentary is now so extensive that 
few scholars are able to contemplate undertaking such works. The 
result seems to be a proliferation of commentaries designed for the 
preacher, but few that are based on a thorough examination of the 
Hebrew text from the point of view of textual criticism and philology. A 
series focussing on such matters—which are of course foundational for 
any study or commentary—is now overdue.

The focus of The Text of the Hebrew Bible series will not be different 
in character from the textual and philological elements in the ICC and 
Hermeneia series; but it is hoped that this series will enlist a new group 
of scholars other than those currently occupied with volumes for such 
series.

Within the general scope of the series, scholars invited to contribute 
will have freedom to develop their own approach to presenting their 
material. Some volumes may show a particular interest in the ancient 
versions, others comparatively little. Some will major on reviewing 
and adjudicating proposed emendations, others will focus rather on 
philology. Such differences of approach are acceptable within the 
framework of the series, but all the volumes will address all of the above 
elements.

No word limit is placed on the manuscripts commissioned, but it is 
expected that a typical manuscript will contain up to 10,000 words 
(25 printed pages) for each of the chapters of the biblical text. Authors 
should use Hebrew and Greek fonts, but transliterate other fonts into a 
‘scientific’ system (i.e. using appropriate diacritics).

The Trauma Bible

This series of commentaries (with a set of monographs, in parallel) is 
designed to bring to the fore the significance of trauma in the content 
and in the creation of biblical texts. Liz Boase and Megan Warner as 
sub-series editors will be assisting the Sheffield Phoenix Board in 
considering proposals.
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 Ezra  
A Commentary 

 

Lisbeth S. Fried 
 

Lisbeth Fried’s commentary on Ezra is the first instalment of a pro-
jected two-volume commentary on Ezra–Nehemiah. It is the first full-
length scholarly commentary on Ezra–Nehemiah to be written since 
1988 and takes advantage of recent results in archaeology, of recent 
historical studies on the Persian Empire, and of recent studies of the 
influence of Hellenistic textual and legal traditions on Judean 
thought. It also draws extensively on the author’s own research into 
the mechanisms by which the Persian Empire dominated and con-
trolled its subject populations.  
 

The present volume includes a new translation of the Book of Ezra, 
plus annotations on each verse that compare and contrast the Greek, 
Latin and Syriac variations, including the text of Greek Esdras A. It 
also provides an extensive Introduction and chapter commentaries 
that discuss larger historical and literary issues.  
 

Fried concludes that Ezra–Nehemiah was written as one book at the 
beginning of the Hellenistic period. Although written then, it was 
formed from earlier texts: an Ezra memoir, a letter to Ezra from Arta-
xerxes II, and a Nehemiah memoir. All of these have been heavily ed-
ited, however. Fried concludes that both Ezra and Nehemiah were 
Persian officials, Ezra a Persian episkopos, and Nehemiah a Persian 
governor, and that both acted with the goals of their Persian over-
lords in mind, not the goals of the subject Judean population. The 
Judean author, writing under Hellenic domination, transformed 
these men into Judean heroes in order to promote the novel idea of a 
long tradition of foreign imperial support for local institutions—cul-
tic, legal and physical. 
 

Fried’s commentary promises to revolutionize how one reads the 
book of Ezra.  
 

This is the first volume in a new series of substantial works, Critical 
Commentaries. 
 

Lisbeth S. Fried is Visiting Scholar in the Department of Near Eastern 
Studies at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. 
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Obadiah 
Edited by Bob Becking 
 

Although Obadiah is the smallest book in the Hebrew Bible, its read-
ers are confronted with a variety of challenges—linguistic, historical 
and hermeneutical. In the present volume the Book of Obadiah is ap-
proached from a variety of angles and reading strategies. These 
approaches sometimes concur, but often contradict one another. 
 
Bob Becking discusses various grammatical and linguistic problems 
of the Hebrew text in translating the book for a post-secular audi-
ence. Historical questions are the province of Nadav Na’aman. What 
were the ‘events’ with which the text seems to cope? Literary-his-
torical issues concern Marvin Sweeney, who sees the book as the 
end-result of a complex redaction history in which the text was read 
in connection with and confrontation to the other Minor Prophets. 
 
Reading from particular positions is the theme of Gerrie Snyman, 
approaching the book in a South-African context, and asking, Who is 
vulnerable and who is not? Julia O’Brien takes a gender-specific ap-
proach asking, What does it mean that Edom is a brother who breaks 
the family code? Eric Ottenheijm traces the ways in which the Rab-
bis understood Obadiah. 
 
With insights from newly developing fields, Nicholas Werse dis-
cusses the violent character of judgment in the book in the light of 
semiotics, and Bradford Anderson brings to the fore the spatial rheto-
ric in the book.  
 
The authors of this volume offer their readings of the text in a non-
exclusive way. No one claims to have found the one and only way to 
appreciate the message of the prophetic book. It is up to the readers 
of this volume—and of the Book of Obadiah—to decide how they 
will read the book in the changing circumstances of life. 
 
Bob Becking is Senior Research Professor of Bible, Identity and Religion in the 
Faculty of Humanities, Utrecht University. 
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John Gray, who was Professor of Hebrew and Semitic

Languages in the University of Aberdeen, left at his death in

2000 a complete manuscript of a commentary on the Book

of Job. Rich in text-critical and philological observations,

the manuscript has been carefully prepared for the press; it

will soon become a standard work for scholars and students

of the biblical book, and a fitting tribute to the sound

judgment and innovative scholarship of its author.

John Gray was noted especially for his books The Legacy of
Canaan (1957; 2nd edn, 1964), The Biblical Doctrine of the
Reign of God (1979), and his commentaries, I and II Kings
(1963; 2nd edn, 1970) and Joshua, Judges and Ruth (1967).

Gray’s commentary on Job, which is prefaced by a lengthy

general introduction, is the first volume in a new series of

commentaries on the text of the Hebrew Bible. All the

volumes will concentrate on the text criticism and philology

of the Hebrew text, a feature notably lacking or merely

perfunctory in many current biblical commentary series.
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David J.A. Clines

THB
1

The Text of the Hebrew Bible, 1

William Blake

‘Behold now Behemoth, which I made with thee’

from Illustrations of the Book of Job
McCormick Library of Special Collections

Northwestern University Library

The Book of Job

John Gray

T
H

E
 B

O
O

K
O

F
J

O
B

www.sheffieldphoenix.com

